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'u] the Church of England, to both criſes of Porlia- 


WENT, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


"15 Viajeity fo ſoon as he came to the Throne,(Chis undovbtcd Riokt\having 

been pleaſed Gracioully to declare in Council, that he would main anm 

\'e, 3s by Law Eitablithedz I cannot without injury to that Juſtne's, 

which he has always ſhown, give conſent to the leaſt doubt of kis ron 

Performance of 1t ; Tet notwithitanding, fecing You my Chileren are h:re Afen- 

bled to Contuit,and Adviſe abuurt the moſt important matters of the Kin:dom.hurh 

xto( hurch 20:1 State ; | hope it may be Lawtul for Ve to Repreſent to Your Vit. 

Conſiderations, my Serious Thoughts concern:ng the Means to <{}abliſh zzy Trang "tis 

lays not doubting but Your ready Complyance, jojned with His Majeſtics Roz al 
Care and Vigilance, will {uffictently ſecure the quiet of the Stete. 

You cannot be ignorant, how [ tor many years have been on al! fides attaqu1'd 
by thoſe, who Dilfent trom my Governmentz Theſe may all of them be reduced 
totwo Heads. the 'Papiſt and the T'hanatick. My Fate, in this Encounter, rotem- 
blesthat of a { ity Beteged by Two different Armies, who Fight both againſt 1r,and 
one another 5 warre, If the Gerion make a Sully to Beat off the one, the other Pi Ce 
kntly takes the Advantage to mike an Attaque > In like manner, whiilt I !et my 
ſelf Vigorowu!, - to oppIC eG {apiſt, the '/ writan leeks to undermine mes; And 
whiltt [ am vutte] to oppote the 4 writan, the Tapift giins ground upon me Til 
tell the / hrrch Of Nome, | did not fo: fake her, Eut her Errours, which I Refi rmed ; 
My Rebelliens "ni j ef; tell me the ſame, and that they mult make a Thorough !vefors 
mtion 2% And ot mc bring what Arguments [ pleate to jultity my Diſſent, te ſ1me 
mealways procinced 2g2tlime, It on the other hand, 1 plead againit the *Paritar 
Diſenter, thathe ought to ſtand roChurch Authority, where he is not [nfallibly cer- 
tain it commands a Sin + The 'Papiſt catches at that Advantage, and te!ls me, I de- 
troy my owa Grounds of ef.rmation, unicts I will ſtand to that Infalibility , which 
Icondemn in them. 

Matters ſtanding thus betwixt Me and my Adverſaries + Why would it nat be a 
part of Pru.;ence 1.1 ie (25 1 doubt not but you would eſteem it ina Governour et 
tt City I now mention'd) to make Peace with one of my Enemies, to the end [ 
my with more cate refit the On-tets of the other ? 

lam the c:alilier induc'd to bultcve this ts Feazible, becaufſs my Enemics are 2t 
Mogral Feudes with one another, and would much rather joyn with Vie, than a- 
eainſt Ve. And the Advantages (uch an Unzon would bring to Nie and to this Na- 
ton, are {© great, | neednoc viter them to your view, who cannot bur at the very 
it Ke th<m. 

Our n-xt Conſideration then mult be, to fird out whether of tht wo Harries 
may be the ſooner brought to (tz;n Articles of Yeace, and will give the belt Jecu- 
rytor the exact performance of them. 

I order to which, if I caſt back my F'ye upon the Tranſactions, which have 
bppen'd in this Kingdom rhecte left 50 1 cars, l cannot but f.e my 't writan il enting 
Adverſuries to be a company ut People moſt of them without lonrur, Foneſty, ( on- 
ſeience or Relifion, though they pretend them all ior a Cloak ro their wicked Vil. 
nies. I cannot but Icok upan them as Taplucal': I remies, and Tyranical to, 

where they once get the upper hand : Andiflacmic Them into my botom, | may 
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aſſure my (elf of being Sing by them, when they are once [/Varm, and haye recy, 
ver'd Strength, | 

| Inced not mention all their Feliſb praJiſes againſt Me, and all my Loyal Chg. 
dren from 1441, till 1648. nor by what Wiles they Undermined 2: firſt, ang then 
never ceaſed till they had Ruin'd the Three Kizgdoms, and Imbrew'd their Hang 
in the Blood of the Beſt of Kings. It is apparent enough what favour I may expel} 
from thery, if once again (which God forbic) the Power ſhould come into their 
Hands, by the Liberty they gave Me in the Cſurpers wicked Reign. Have they 
not endeavour'd to play the ſame Game over again, and to diſturb mine and the 
Kingdoms quiet, by Plots natched in their own Brains? What was the Popiſh Tot, 
but a blind or a Presbyterian ane, as 1s now apparent to the whoſ: World? Were 
not all their Endeavours to Trepan us into an Ambuſh they had laid for us, whils 
we, with blind heat were in purfuit of that C hyzrerical Fantaſme ? Had they not » 
that time all their Machines at work to involve us all in a common ruine # Did they 
not.under pretence of ſecuing. the King from a Popiſh Gur and Silver Bullet, en. 
deavour to let fly at him with a Trae Proteſtant Blunderbuſh? What did they aim 4 
under pretence of Securing the True Proteſtant Religion, but to ſtrike at Fpiſcopacy, 
So that noperſon, who was either Dutitul to Me, or Loyal to the King, but wy 
preſently branded with the name of Papiſt, Popiſhly AﬀeFed, Papiſt in Maſquerad, 
French Penfioner, or the like. Had they not made a Catalogue ot all Perlons an 
ways Eminent in the Kingdom, and rankd them under two Heads, of I/orthy 
Men, and Men Il orthy; meaning by the latter, Men worthy to be 92.2e away, becaule 
True to their King and County ? And (which is ſtill worſe) when they were caught 
in their /7/lanies, did they Repent, or did they not rather teſtifie their Approbatj- 
on of the intended (Conſpiracy with their dying words? What Security can we 
thercfore hope for ; It we trike upa Peace with thole, whoſe Pradiſes ſhew their 
Principles? 

Oa the other hand, if with an Jwpartial Eye welook upon the Papiits, weſhs! 
find them Floneſt, Juſt, ( onſcientions, and [ oyal 1n their Pradices, though we are 
frequently 101d their Pitnciples are otherwiſe : But this, they ſay, is not the only 
Calumny falſly laid upon them. And, for my own part, asI cannot think a mans 
Principles Good, when I fee his PraFice otherwiie : So am I caſil y induced to be- 
lieve, that a Good Pradice comes from Good Principles. Did they not in King 
Charles the Firſt's time hazard their Lives and Fortunes for the Support of Mecnar. 
chy? Were not We as Loyal SubjeQts, ſoequal Sutterers in thoſe ſad Times ? Did 
they not ſtand my Friends 1n that my Diſltrels, till they were utterly diſ-enabled 
themſelves? Did not We and They live together in great Union like common Sutle- 
rers when Baniſhed by the Uſurped Power? And lince His late Majeſties Happy 
Reſtoration, - how Peaccably did we live together, till thoſe Wicked Emillarics of 
Hell had fill'd our minds with (ſtrange Jealouſies, and Fears of I know not what Flt: 
and Conſpiracies * With what Patience did the Por anifts then ſuffer all thoſe In- 
juries, Contumelies, loſs of Goods, yea and of Life it (elf, whillt thoſe Pegrjur'd 
Villains breathed out Bloody Oaths againſt them 2 They went like Shcep to the 
Slaughter, and (carce bleated, unlels it were to declare their Innocence, to Prayfor 
the King and Kingdom, and to forwarn Us of our approzching Rune : In which cet 
tainly they were our beſt Friends, it we could have been Friends to our (clvcs, and 
hark'ned to their Advice, which we found too trwe, though it had hke to have been 
too late. 

Let us conſider likewiſe how they behave themſelves at preſent, now they et 
Joy the greatelt Advantazcs they have had this many years, and we thall tind It 
to be with unexpeRted m vleration. We who were formerly 8!mo't trighted into 
Bedlam for tear of a Popiſh Succeſſor, ftiad under JAMES the Vuif, our Liberte, 

our 
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our Properties, our Rights, and our Religion ſecured, and may expect to fee our 
Kingdom become Glorious, and the old ZExgl;h Bravery once more flouriſh under 
ſuch a King. 
Welſee 
out ground, This very ſtone, which was once rejefed by the Archite@s, i: now be 
come the chief ſione in the Corner: We may truly (ze 1n It the Hand of God, and look 
upon it with Admiration, and may expect (it our accuſtomed Fears and Jealoafies 
hinder not) the greateſt Bleſſings we can wiſh for, an Union betwixt thoſe two Walls 
thus long ſeperated, but now in a fair way to be linked together by this ( ory ſtone, 
ofter which, how Glorious a Building may we hope for upon ſuch Founda: ions ? 
Shall we then (my Lords and Gentlemen) till wage a War againſt theſe our Bre- 
thren, who would live Peaceably amongſt us, and ſeek by all means to Endear us? 
gall we Exaſperate two Enemies, when one alone gives us ſufficent imployment 2 
Shall we continue to put the rigour of the Laws equally in Execution againſt theſe 
our Generous Adverſaries, and thoſe our Implacable Enemies? Let it not be ſaid 
we delight in Blood, or that our Cauſe isnot to be ſuſtain'd but by Rigorous Pe- 
ralties, as if we had neither Truth nor Juſtice on our ſide. 1 cannot think thoſe to 
tgood Foundations, which muſt be cemented with Blood, Neither can I think 
thole who are reduced to my Embraces, or retained in them by Rigour, will be 
Faithful to me in the On-fet. Such are rather Slaves than Children, Hypocrites, not 
Sons, who will torſake me upon any occaſion. Let Tzuth ſuſtain me, not Rigour, 
Fath is of ſuch a nature, 1t will ſhine in the midſt of Darkneſs « It cannot tuffer 
gipwrack ,1n the greateſt Tempelts: No Perſecutions could ever hinder the 
growth of 1t: Its Iike a D:amond that caſts its Luſter in the dark; reſiſts the File, 
the Kammer, and the Fire, but yet may be foftned with the Blood of Goats : The 
Gope! Bourithed inthe greatelt Perſecutions: Truth prevailed when the Profeſſors 
ſuffered all ſorts 0: Torments > And their Blood which was ſhed, made the Church 
more Fruittul - But ſhould the Church once begin to propagate her 7ruth by Blood- 
hed, that B'ood would Tarniſh all its Luſter, and being bathed with it, it would 
boſe its Sol1dty, its Splendour and its Value all at once. Let Truth then be my 
Sid Found:tion, and let Us leave the Sarguinary and Penal Laws to thoſe, who 
xenot built upon 1t, 
I! we cann2t expect a pertect Peace and Union with Rome, yet we may hope for 
aTrace, a Cellation of Arm3, a Happy Correlpondance, and Mutual Commerce. 
Some Overtures of Peace have been frequently made from the Romaniſis, anc | 
my truly tay, it it had not been for ſome Hot-headed Zealots, and other ignorenc 
Fil-micks,our breaches had never been fo wide, but on the contrary,long lince heal d. 
Our Zea/-ts cry perpetually againlt the 7dolatry of the Church of ame. and yet 
the Romaniſts cry as much againlt Idolatry as we. It they would paint a Pap: they 
teſmear him with the ugly colour of Fquivocations, Ment i Reſervations, Diſþens 
lations to 7 10. 1 or ſwear, and Af2/facre their Neighbours : When on the contrary,the 
Roman Catholic; recommends 0ampiicity end Godly Sincerity, as truly brifianVire 
wes necetiary to the cuniervation of Jaftice, Truth. and Common Society : fund tell 
us that ail-Parcons and Diſpuniations granted, or pretcaded to be granted, in or 
Grto any ſuch cnds or D<lizns, have no other Validity or Effect, then to add Sa- 
/cdoe and Bliſ}2my to the abuve-n med Crimes, 
Aud as for our common ( ontrovertiffs, how oftcn arc wetold by the PapiiFs.that 


tiey miitake their Tenents, mil-repreiint their Do@rigee, fight againtt © bymera's of 
their 02/1 Brains, and molt commonly eitty r 1; Volumes in retuting 
Errors, they condemn as well as we, or ot bil. i which they atlme How 
ofen have titty told us we muit { -verate thier rides oj F-4ii5, trom their Theo!/ogi- 


ul Qun:fj0ire, and take ther Dottiines trom their corrcile, nut their Schools 2 And 
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:dom-and (ecnrity might be giveu tnem, and the commun }.:4 fÞutatign, 
ſery'd ; but fill either the Intereſt of State, or lome oter acctd- tH hindred It; 
ſore). thit in their publick Writings they have to!-4 us, we behave our ſtlyey 1; : 


perſons Diffi tent of our Cauſe, who decline a [Di{pute on equal Terms, 


f) + 


- F 
f 


2 OCok, 

Decks 

'0; 

Want jt 

07MM and 
Ch Dejn 
Of bein 


would coſas. 


Upon theſe Conſider xtions, My [ords and Gentlemen, 


Y humble requeſt to you in this Ailembly, is, that You would appoint ſome 

means for our Quiet, Concord and Agreement z' and that whatever may 

widez our Preaches,may be laid aſide 3 and what may cloſ2 them, embraced. The 
beſt way to effet which, in my thoughts are theſe, 

I. That a ceſſation of Arms be procluined: That is, that the Penal Laws, and oe. 
cially th: Sanguinary, may be, if nct quite taken off, at lea5t ſuſpended and thoje ub 
are knn to be Frieuds to the King and Kingdoms good, miy wit: ©'s enjoy part of 
thoſe Bleſſings, which we may hope for, undrr ſo Great, an4jo /uit a hing, anda King 
dom ſo United. 

Il. That for the healing our Animoſities, both ſides be flridly probibittd in their Ser 
mons, to toveh upon ma'ters of ( ontroverſy, or to uſe Anmating Retl<Ctions; Put thy 
thoſe Diſcourſes may tend wholly to Peace and Picty, Religion 4nd ſound Morality. 
And that in all publick Catechilms, the Grounds and 7 rinciples of K:ligion be clearly, 
ard ſolely explicated, without Reflething Animotitics, 

Hl. That ſome Learned, Devout, and Sober perjv2:s, may be made choice of on both 
ſedes, who may truiy late matters of ' ontroverſy betirixt us 5 to the end eachone may 
kno» the others Pretentions, and the Tenents they cannot abandon without bri aking the 
Chain of Apoltolick Faith. And if w: find (notwithit inding we are told by them, that 
the difference betwixt Them and Us, is mot ſo nreat, nor their Tenents ſo Vernicicus, but 
if we ſaw them Naked, we ſhould, if not embrace then as Truths, at leaſt not condemn 
them) If CI ſay) notwithitanding all this, we cannot come to an /ereenent in fone 
Nice points, let us endeavour to agree tolive together in the Ponds of Love mm Charity 
as becomes goo4 Chriſtians, and Loyal Subjects, and joyn together 10 oppuzne thoſe krows 
HMaxims and Errors, which deſtroy the k\fence of Religion and go02d Governinent, 

This is (My Deareft ( bildren) the Remonirance | thought good to make you,and 
I doubt not but your Wiſſoms will ſo order it, that, if not by this Method, ft 
leaſt by ſome Efficacious Means, all our Differences may be (ovthed ; and: when 
heats about Religion ceale, we may hope for a future [tible quizt in the Nation. 
This is what I ſhall daily Pray for, and that God would by his Grace ſo guide ths 
great Aſſembly, that all their A@s, Votes and Councils may tend 10 his Honour and 
Clory,the good of his Church, and the Proſperity and laſting Peace of the Kingdon. 

Amen, 


God Save Ring JAMES the Second. 


